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From Growing Up 
In New York …
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and prioritizing your life

What I Learned  
About Life

When My Husband Got Fired!

Texas State Board 
of Education

A funny thing happened on the way  
to Hollywood.

Intended to be the basis of a sitcom … which 
explains why readers — including students and 
even prisoners — are calling it a “reality show in 
a book.”

Who could ever have imagined … it would 
become a textbook that uses a “Book Club 
Approach” to personal finance and Life 101.

One size sometimes does fit all … A fast-paced 
read with lots of practical advice with something 
for everyone — from middle school students to 
senior citizens, men and women, regardless of 
income level.

Learn … from Red’s lessons. Laugh … at  
Black’s unique approach. And start using their 
ideas today.

Real-life “sitcom” characters: sisters 
with very different perspectives.

Red … 

• Went from living with her parents to living with 
her husband

• A 40+ year-old woman who had avoided learning 
many “life lessons”

• A stay-at-home mom whose life revolves around 
her two daughters

• Warm and fuzzy, and full of blah-blah-blah

Black … 

• Left home at 16 to conquer the world and never 
looked back 

• Started racing cars when she retired from a  
successful career in the oil and gas industry

• Is all business and never gets overwhelmed by 
tasks — or emotions

• The ultimate pragmatic and full of sarcasm



Facing Reality

Spending Habits

Time Management

Stress

Relationships

Long- Term Planning

Real stories. Real life lessons.

This book is filled with the stories and lessons 
shared by two sisters, as Black yanks Red’s 
ostrich head out of the sand and forces her to 
face reality. 

Consisting of powerful and whimsical emails, 
Instant Messages and conversations, the topics 
cover everything from specific personal finance 
issues …

• Financial Statements

• Credit Cards

• Budgeting

To other “Life 101” topics …

• Personal Priorities

• Managing Life

• “Big Picture” Planning

Red & Black — A road map for your life.

We all get wrapped up in day-to-day living and 
sometimes do not stop and think about what we 
are doing or where we are headed. And why.

As Black explained to Red, when you get in a car, 
it helps to have a destination in mind. So decide 
where you want to go in life and work backwards. 

When Black first created the slides on the right 
(for an eighth grade Career Day presentation), 
she thought they were corny. But Red insisted 
she use them. Now Black admits Red was right  
as they help emphasize …

Black’s bottom line about life … You have only 
two choices:

1. You can let your life control you; or 

2. You can control your life

Passenger

Your Life … 
Your Choice

Driver



Applications
What I Learned About Life When My Husband Got Fired! is a fast, fun and entertaining read that can be used 
for simple reading pleasure. Or as a determined effort to take control of your life. It is also being used in many 
different ways … from meeting state education mandates to fundraising efforts, from faith-based events to 
employee/customer “Lunch & Learns.” There are a multitude of applications for a wide range of people — from 
middle school students to senior citizens, men and women, regardless of income level.

 • Book Clubs
 • Community Service
 • Companies
 • Conferences

 • Education
 • Faith-based
 • Families 

 • Individuals
 • Organizations
 • Parents
 • Prisons

Speaking Engagements 
Every Red & Black presentation is custom-tailored to the specific audience. Topics cover a wide range of subjects, 
such as the chronology of “Red & Black,” the personal finance and other “Life 101”subjects addressed in the 
book, the educational aspects, their business decisions, as well as their general philosophies. (The website, 
RedandBlackBooks.com, includes a complete listing of entities and a summary paragraph of each speaking 
engagement.) 

Companies
	 •	Amegy	Bank
	 •	Mary	Kay
	 •	Memorial	Hermann	Hospital
	 •	Neiman	Marcus
	 •	New	York	Life	Insurance

Faith-Based
	 •	Churches	(various)
	 •	Hadassah
	 •	 Jewish	Family	Services
	 •	 Jewish	Federation	of	Houston
	 •	Synagogues	(various)

Schools & Universities
	 •	Fort	Bend	Independent	School	District
	 •	KIPP
	 •	Pasadena	Independent	School	District
	 •	Silsbee	Independent	School	District
	 •	Spring	Branch	Independent	School	District
	 •	The	Emery/Weiner	School
	 •	Uplift	Education
	 •	Wilkes	University
	 •	YES	Prep	Public	Schools

Organizations & Conferences
	 •	DECA
	 •	East	Side	University	Village	Community		
	 	 Learning	Center
	 •	Family,	Career	and	Community	Leaders	of	America
	 •	Girl	Scouts	of	San	Jacinto	Council
	 •	Greater	Houston	Women’s	Chamber	of	Commerce
	 •	 Independent	Bankers	Association	of	Texas
	 •	 Jack	and	Jill	of	America
	 •	 Junior	Achievement
	 •	Literacy	Council	of	Fort	Bend	County
	 •	National	Association	of	Women	Business	Owners
	 •	National	Charity	League
	 •	Prisoner’s	Family	Conference
	 •	Region	4	(Texas)	Social	Studies	Conference
	 •	Region	7	(Texas)	Social	Studies	Summit
	 •	Texas	Conference	for	Women
	 •	Texas	Council	for	the	Social	Studies
	 •	Texas	Elementary	Principals	and		
	 	 Supervisors	Association
	 •	The	Bridge	Over	Troubled	Water	Crisis	Center
	 •	YMCA	&	Shield-Bearer

Entities
(Partial Listing)

For more information about Red & Black and 
their books, go to RedandBlackBooks.com.  
Or contact Red at red@redandblackbooks.com.

DISCLAIMER: We are real people. We are not claiming to be experts  
in any given field, but rather are becoming experts of our own lives.


