
 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED BY THE TEXAS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION! 

On Friday, September 24, 2010, the Texas State Board of Education approved What I Learned About 
Life When My Husband Got Fired! This program will be added to the list of approved instructional 
materials for the twelve areas of instruction identified for Personal Financial Literacy. 

 

 

Our book might have been a whirlwind three months in Red's life, but how would you describe: 

• APRIL 2009: Our book was an unedited manuscript. 
• AUGUST 2009: Our book was launched by Neiman Marcus. 
• JANUARY - APRIL 2010: Our book was used as the textbook for the "Red & Black Financial 

Literacy Program" we developed and "taught" to KIPP Houston High School's Class of 2010. 
• SEPTEMBER 2010: Our book was approved by the Texas State Board of Education for use in 

providing instruction in personal financial literacy through economics courses. 

Based on our 12-week pilot program for the Class of 2010 at KIPP Houston High School, Black prepared 
a submission outlining our "Book Club Approach" to personal financial literacy, which she initially thought 
would be 12 - 15 pages, but ultimately topped 125 pages. We're THRILLED to announce the 
Commissioner of Education recommended our book submission be approved by the SBOE, and it 
became official on Friday, September 24, 2010. The submission is currently being "polished and 
published" and should be available by the end of the year. 

When we were asked to develop and teach a course in financial literacy, we knew it had to be more than 
just teaching kids how to balance a checkbook. After all, that's just math. It had to be about teaching 
them how to question what they're spending their money on to make sure they're making smart, 
conscious decisions. It's about understanding how your values align with your financial decisions. We're 
proud to be able to offer schools "SBOE approved" materials that will provide students access to a "real 
approach" to personal finance and prioritizing your life. 

Our website, www.redandblackbooks.com, contains a wealth of information about us, our book, and our philosophies about 
printing in the U.S.A. and why we're not available on Amazon or at any large booksellers. And, of course, all media coverage 

including business and educational articles.  

Or you can contact us at either media@redandblackbooks.com or education@redandblackbooks.com. Or if you want to 
contact Red, aka Tina Pennington, please use red@redandblackbooks.com. 
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