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PROGRAM CHRONOLOGY 
(What a Year!) 

 
 

• APRIL 2009:  The book was an unedited manuscript. 
 

• AUGUST 2009:  The book was launched by Neiman Marcus. 
 

• SEPTEMBER 2009:  The book was brought to the attention of Bryan Contreras, Executive 
Director, KIPP Through College by Brad Segal, Founding Music Teacher at KIPP Houston 
High School.  
 

• OCTOBER 2009:  Contreras, although initially apprehensive that the kids might not relate to 
Red & Black, meets with them.  While hearing their story and the real life approach of their 
book, he asks them if they could develop and teach a financial literacy curriculum for the senior 
class this spring.  Black realized it would be a challenge, but felt it could be accomplished if 
they had a focus group of high school seniors. 

 
• NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2009:  A group of eight outstanding seniors from KIPP, who Red 

& Black fondly call their “Guinea Pigs”, met for weekly working lunches.  These students read 
specific sections of the book and then identified the key questions and topics they thought 
should be covered in the program. (See separate document in this section.)  In addition, it was 
the “Guinea Pigs” who recommended that ‘What I Learned About Life When My Husband Got 
Fired!’ should be used as the textbook for the class. 
 

• JANUARY 11 & 12, 2010:  The “Red & Black Financial Literacy Program” was introduced to 
the KIPP Class of 2010, which consists of approximately 90 students.  The students received 
an overview of the program as well as copies of the book (still in shrink wrap) and were 
advised these were a gift from an anonymous donor.  It was his intention that they be able to 
keep the book and use them not only for this class, but also for future reference. 

 
• JANUARY – APRIL 2010:  For two days a week, Red and Black “taught” five sessions (class 

size ranged from 10 to 24 students) that lasted 90 minutes each. 
 
 


