
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

What is Red & Black and at  
East Side University Village Community Learning Center?  

 
 
HOUSTON, TX - April 25, 2012 
 
You work hard. You’re competitive and goal oriented. You want more skills and better 
opportunities. You want more for your life and for your family, but you’re not sure how you’re 
going to get it. You need a vehicle to drive you to success. You need an adult literacy school 
called ESUVCLC. But do you also need a stay-at-home Sugar Land, Texas mom (Tina 
Pennington, aka “Red”) and her sister, a retired corporate executive who races Ferraris and 
Porsches (Mandy Williams, aka “Black”)?  
 
Since 1998, East Side University Village Community Learning Center (ESUVCLC) has provided 
grant funded adult education in the heart of Houston’s Third Ward, bridging the digital divide by 
providing GED, ESL, Spanish, Computer, and basic literacy courses to lower income adult 
learners. ESUVCLC infuses its successful adult literacy classes with financial education. 
Improving basic math and critical thinking skills needed to create family budgets, savings plans, 
and to seek positive financial services and resources needed for healthy and prosperous lives is 
a vital part of all ESUVCLC programming.  
 
ESUVCLC is an active member of Houston Money Week, Bank On Houston, and the Alliance 
for Economic Inclusion community education initiatives offering workshops, conferences, and 
supplemental classes for adult learners and their families. It was at one of these partner 
meetings that Jackie Aguilera, ESUVCLC Literacy Coordinator met Red & Black.  As she 
explains, “ After a five minute conversation, I quickly realized that Red & Black had developed a 
personal finance and “life 101” program  that was not only relevant, but fun.  I knew this could 
be a dynamic collaboration that would take literacy at ESUVCLC to the next level.” 
 
Red & Black bring a real-world approach to personal finances and prioritizing your life through a 
dramatic format that contains the suspense of watching a good plot unfold. Their book, “What I 
Learned About Life When My Husband Got Fired!” is a three month memoir in Red’s life that is 
told through emails, instant messages and conversations. Through colorful communication 
between the sisters, they address specific financial topics such as assets and liabilities, credit 
cards, budgets, long-term financial planning and insurance, as well as more fundamental 
concepts such as values and priorities, handling stress and time management.  
 
 
 



In a study conducted by the Pew Internet and American Life Project (2011), 80% of  
Americans age 16 and older say they read at least occasionally for pleasure. 74% say they read 
at least occasionally in order to do research on specific topics that interest them. 26% of those 
who had read a book in the past 12 months said that what they enjoyed most was learning, 
gaining knowledge, and discovering information.  
 
What could be more interesting and pleasurable to read about than “money” in an entertaining 
sitcom format? You can find out on Tuesday, June 4, from 12 Noon to 2 p.m. at ESUVCLC’s 
“Summer Financial Book Club”. Books for the book club can be purchased at ESUVCLC. 
Through a generous partnership with Red & Black, they will donate 40% of the proceeds from 
these book sales to ESUVCLC.  
 
You can also participate in a “Meet & Greet” with Red & Black at the 2012 McGraw Hill-HCL 
Financial Fitness Festival on May 5th hosted by ESVUCLC at Holman Street Baptist Church, 
5401 Holman St, Houston, 77004. Red & Black will be signing books and conducting mini-
financial workouts for participants from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
“If you want to do more with your money than just ’make it.’ If you want more out of your 
education than just another class. If you want to push your reading skills beyond the words on a 
page, then you want to experience Red and Black’s ‘What I Learned About Life When My 
Husband Got Fired!’ and you want the ESUVCLC adult literacy education experience,” 
concluded Aguilera. 
 
For more information about the Financial Fitness Festival on May 5, 2012, and to register for the 
summer book club, please call 713-747-9255. To learn more about ESUVCLC, please visit 
www.esuvclc.org. 
 
For more information on Red & Black, visit www.redandblackbooks.com.  Or contact Tina 
Pennington, aka Red at media@redandblackbooks.com. 
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