
NCJW brings Red & Black’s “Finance” Guide to 
CPS  

HOUSTON, TX—National Council of Jewish Women, Career Branch (NCJW) 
met on March 20th for a discussion on life-changing adversity featuring sister 
authors “Red & Black” who published, What I Learned About Life When My 
Husband Got Fired! in 2009.  Thirty women gathered for an enlightening 
presentation which described an unemployment crisis that resulted in 
creating both sisters a new occupation in Personal Financial Literacy.  At the 
conclusion of the meeting, the progressive women of NCJW decided to 
donate this textbook at the annual Preparation for Adult Living (PAL) 
graduation, a life-skills program for 18-year olds who leave Child Protective 
Services (CPS). 

The story-telling book brings to life the financial mistakes Red, aka Tina 
Pennington, encountered due to her lack of application or interest in math 
skills.  Black, aka Mandy Williams, a retired oil industry executive, offers 
guidance on how to set values, priorities and long term goals to help Red 
manage her new role in the household.  

While not originally intended to be a financial literacy textbook, the 
conversational passages between the sisters resonated in a pilot program 
among students at KIPP Houston High School.  A curriculum on financial 
literacy was born for the KIPP 2009-10 school year.  In September 2010, the 
book was approved by the Texas State Board of Education.  In 2011, a 
companion guide for instructors was published and test-driven at KIPP.  

In May 2012, the book will debut for fifty PAL graduates.  Discussions are 
underway to consider it as part of their future curriculum.  Adversity is a life 
changing thing indeed.  For more information about the books, visit 
www.redandblackbooks.com. 
 

The National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW) is a grassroots organization of 
volunteers and advocates who turn progressive ideals into action for our 
community. Inspired by Jewish values, NCJW strives for social justice by 
improving the quality of life for women, children, and families and by 
safeguarding individual rights and freedoms in Houston and throughout the 
USA.  For more information, visit 

About NCJW 

www.ncjwhouston.org.   
 

For more information on Red & Black go to 
About Red & Black  

www.redandblackbooks.com  
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