
From A NeimAN mArcus WiNdoW To ... 
Kipp HousToN HigH scHool To ...

Approved By THe TexAs sTATe BoArd oF educATioN!

HousToN, Texas, october 15, 2010. Red & Black Books, L.L.C. is pleased to announce that on  
Friday, September 24, 2010, the Texas State Board of Education (SBOE) approved What I Learned 
About Life When My Husband Got Fired! and it will be added to their list of approved instructional  
materials for the twelve areas of instruction identified for Personal Financial Literacy.

NeimAN mArcus ediTioN

The book was not only launched by Neiman Marcus in August 
2009, but the Neiman Marcus edition was featured in a window  
display. At the time, Robert Devlin, Vice President and  
General Manager Neiman Marcus Houston — Galleria  
recognized that “this book offers valuable information we can  
all use to make our lives better.” According to Black (Mandy 
Williams), “Almost immediately people started to tell us that the 
fact our book was self-published combined with the title would 

create two major obstacles. However, we chose to see opportunities where others saw detours or  
even roadblocks.”

Kipp HousToN HigH scHool “TexTBooK”

Less than five months after its launch the book was used as the textbook for the “Red & Black  
Financial Literacy Program” Red and Black developed and ‘taught’ to the Class of 2010 at KIPP  
Houston High School. (Ranked #16 by U.S. News & World Report, and part of the KIPP public  
charter school system featured in the recently released movie, Waiting For Superman.) Black  
explained, “When we were asked to develop and teach a course in financial literacy, we knew it had  
to be more than just teaching kids how to balance a checkbook. After all, that is just math. It had to  
be about teaching them how to question what they are spending their money on to make sure they  
are making smart, conscious decisions.” 

Mike Feinberg, KIPP Co-Founder, says “The KIPPsters’ reactions to the program have been very  
enthusiastic. Not only have they told us they feel more confident about financial matters, but more  
importantly they understand how their values align with their financial decisions. We look forward to 
building on this success and are very pleased that the SBOE has added What I Learned About Life 
When My Husband Got Fired! to its list of approved textbooks.” 

red & BlAcK ANd THe girl scouTs 

Recently, the Girl Scouts of San Jacinto Council (GSSJC) hosted Red and Black during its fall  
alumnae event. Red and Black, both Girl Scout alumnae, shared their practical approach to personal 
finance, time management and handling stress. “When I was going through my ‘crisis’, and later  
when we started writing our book, I often said that if it did nothing more than force me to make sure  
my two daughters were better prepared for life than I was, then it was all worth it. But now, this  
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wonderful opportunity to work together with the Girl Scouts and pass on our stories and experiences 
and hopefully some of our ‘real’ advice and practical information, is truly a gift,” said Red (Tina  
Pennington.) “We are honored to have Red and Black attend our alumnae event to share their life  
experiences with other Girl Scout alumnae” said Mary Vitek, GSSJC Chief Executive Officer. “Girl  
Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence and character, and I believe Red and Black are evidence  
of that and can serve as an example for our future leaders.”  

persoNAl FiNANce is more THAN mATH

What I Learned About Life When My Husband Got Fired! was co-authored by Red and Black, two  
sisters who live in Houston. Red’s husband getting fired was merely a catalyst that forced her to face 
many of life’s realities she had managed to avoid up to that point in her life. The book, written in an  
engaging dialogue format rather than traditional narrative, is a three month long memoir in Red’s life  
that offers a lifetime of advice. 

After reviewing an informal survey of the students, Feinberg said, “Our students apparently are  
learning from Red and Black’s mistakes, too. We realize it’s critical that our students not only  
understand the mechanics of financial literacy, but more importantly how to make intelligent financial  
decisions that are consistent with their values, priorities, and long-term goals. If we can instill that  
element of financial literacy in our students, then we are working towards lasting, positive change.”

A ‘BooK cluB ApproAcH’ To persoNAl FiNANce ... ANd liFe 101

On July 30, 2010, the Texas SBOE posted a call for Personal Financial Literacy materials, and based  
on the 12-week pilot program for KIPP, Black prepared a submission including the book and outlining  
a ‘Book Club Approach’ to What I Learned About Life When My Husband Got Fired! What she  
initially thought would be 12-15 pages, ultimately topped 125 pages when it was submitted on August 
27, 2010. The Commissioner of Education recommended the submission be approved by the SBOE, 
and it became official on September 24, 2010. 

The ‘Book Club Approach’ portion of the submission is currently being “polished and published” by  
Red & Black Books and should be available by the end of the year. Red and Black are proud to be  
able to offer Texas schools ‘SBOE-approved’ materials, but more importantly they’re thrilled to  
provide students (and readers) of all ages access to a ‘real approach’ to personal finance and  
prioritizing your life.

What I Learned  
About Life

When My Husband Got Fired!

a real approach to personal finance  

and prioritizing your life

real sisters. real life.
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For more information on Red & Black visit our website, redandblackbooks.com, and enter through “For The Media” — a section specifically designed for 
media professionals. Our website contains a wealth of information about us, our book, our philosophies about printing in the U.S.A. and why we’re not 
available on Amazon or at any large booksellers, and also the fun approach we are taking to addressing serious issues. Issues which affect us all.
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