
Real Sisters. Real Life. And a Neiman Marcus Window!

HOUSTON, Texas, August 19, 2009. Red & 
Black Books, L.L.C. is thrilled to announce 
that their self-published book, What I 
Learned About Life When My Husband Got 
Fired!, not only was introduced to Neiman 
Marcus customers last week, but was 
featured in a Neiman Marcus window! Earlier 
this year, Red & Black Books approached 
Neiman Marcus Group with the concept for 
their book as well as sample chapters, and 
was flattered when they agreed to carry it in 
their Texas locations and online. Although 
a premier luxury retailer offering apparel, 
accessories, jewelry, beauty and decorative 
home products, Neiman Marcus throughout 

its history has sold select books it felt would be of interest to its customers. Last week, a Neiman Marcus 
edition was introduced in its Houston - Galleria store as part of their Fall Fashion Trend show in conjunction 
with PaperCity magazine. It will be rolled out to other Neiman Marcus locations and available online in the 
coming month. 

What I Learned About Life When My Husband Got Fired! was co-authored by Red and Black, two real 
sisters who live in Houston. It is a real approach to personal finance and prioritizing your life. A three 
month long memoir that offers a lifetime of advice, but written in an amusing dialogue format rather than 
a traditional narrative, the books provides laughter, amusement and wealth of learning lessons. Black, 
a loyal long-time Neiman Marcus shopper, explains “I thought Neiman Marcus would be the ideal store 
to introduce our book as we, Red and Black, are representative of their diversified customer base. I am 
more their Designer customer, whereas Red represents their Contemporary and Online shopper. Neiman 
Marcus has always stood for fine merchandise and outstanding customer services. Today, more than ever, 
this honest understanding of customers and what they need is critical.” Robert Devlin, Vice President and 
General Manager Neiman Marcus Houston - Galleria, says. “I would compare this book to ‘The Devil Wears 
Prada’ in that it is entertaining and fun to read. However, the big difference is this book offers valuable 
information we can all use to make our lives better. I am proud to carry this book in my store.”

The fashion show highlighted this season’s trends which include major black dresses, cozy knits, animal 
prints and leather jackets, and the classic colors of red and black. Black commented “This season’s trends 
are in many ways just like our book — back-to-basics. The fashions are not frivolous purchases. They are 
classics. Investment purchases.” Throughout the show, both Red and Black commented on the fashions 
and how they related to their own lifestyles. At one point Red admitted “Black has always talked about her 
clothing purchases in terms of cost per wearing and I never really understood what she meant until last 
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week when I came in to find something to wear for tonight. I realized I can afford to buy one or two smart 
purchases from the contemporary department — for example these great pair of jeans and possibly a 
classic leather jacket — versus an assortment of lesser prices items from another store that wouldn’t look 
as good or last as long.”

Black had selected a black dress and a unique leather jacket that she decided to purchase rather than 
borrow for the event and explained “I collect great jackets that can be worn with simple black dresses, 
jeans, skirts, etc. because I enjoy them for years. And like many women, I love black dresses that can stand 
on their own as well as be dressed up and down, and transition from trendy to classic. This year they are 
saying they are “major” black dresses versus basic black. My personal take is they have given them a little 
something special — but I still think they will be timeless and probably some of our very favorite black 
dresses — independent of the adjective describing them.”

Last week’s event and the comments from the customers that attended the show highlighted the fact that in 
today’s economic environment it is difficult to be frivolous. Sometimes it is a function of personal financial 
situations, but also because we are all being sensitive to what is happening to our friends and family. And 
that translates into making conscious, smart decisions, based on individual values and priorities. Which is 
also the underlying theme of the book What I Learned About Life When My Husband Got Fired!

For more information on Red & Black visit our website, redandblackbooks.com, and enter through “For The Media” — a section 
specifically designed for media professional. The site will provide you with a good overview of the book and Red & Black as 
individuals, and also the fun approach we are taking to addressing serious issues. Issues which affect us all. 
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